
 
 
 
 

State of Wisconsin  
 
 

Department of Health and Family Services 
Division of Public Health 

 
Bureau of Local Health Support and Emergency Medical Services 

 
 
 

2006 
  

Interfacility Transport Guidelines 
 
 
 



Interfacility Guidelines June 2006 

 2

 

Table of Contents  

Topic Page 
Number 

Acknowledgements 3 
Preface 4 
Definitions 6 
Introduction 7 
Authority 7 
Policy:  Responsibility of Transferring Physician/Facility 8 
Policy:  Responsibility of Interfacility Transport Service 11 
Summary 13 
Scope of Practice 15 

 



Interfacility Guidelines June 2006 

 3

  
January 15, 1996 Development 

 
The State of Wisconsin wishes to acknowledge the talents and efforts of the previous team of healthcare 
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PREFACE 
 
 

This version of Interfacility Transport Guidelines builds on the previous version implemented on January 15, 
1996. This version also clarifies changes to the scope of practice based on updated Administrative Rules.  
 
In a departure from the January 15, 1996 document, these guidelines are intended for use by hospitals and 
physicians as well as ambulance service providers to clarify who can provide interfacility transportation, to 
delineate qualifications of staff who provide interfacility transports, and to act as an assessment tool to aid in the 
determination of how to meet the resource needs for a given interfacility transport. With better definitions and 
prudent interpretation of Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act (EMTALA), these guidelines 
will be an indispensable educational tool and reference to assure safe and appropriate transfer of patients.  As 
such, this document, when used by hospitals, physicians, and EMS personnel, shall assist in maintaining 
compliance with currently recognized federal guidelines.   
 
This document is meant to define the minimum scope of practice for EMS professionals involved in interfacility 
transport, not for hospital-employed and/or hospital-based professionals who function under the scope of 
practice defined by that institution.  The scope of practice in these guidelines is within state and national 
parameters for the given EMS providers, but as individual EMS services’ medical directors have the ability to 
tailor the scope of practice in developing an operational plan for their services, a local provider’s scope of 
practice may be quite different.  The table located within outlines the scope of practice ceiling for the EMT, 
EMT-Basic IV Technician, and EMT-Intermediate.  Many of these providers are not locally authorized to 
perform all of the listed skills.  In contrast, the table defines a starting point for the EMT-Paramedic level 
provider.  With additional training and dedicated medical direction, paramedics can perform many added skills 
if approved in their local operational plan.  As such, the Bureau suggests, with assistance from the local 
transport service medical director, this guideline be amended to reflect the local resource’s scope of practice.  
Regardless of this document, the scope of practice for a local provider must be clearly defined in their state 
approved operational plan.  
 
Transfer agreements between healthcare facilities and the transferring EMS service should be established.  This 
document does not supplant or substitute in any way for those mutually determined agreements. 
 
This document recognizes that interfacility transport is different from 911 transports. 
 
 
INTENT: To provide guidelines for ambulance transport of patients between acute care hospitals. 

AUTHORITY: ss. 146.50 Wisconsin Statute 
 Chapter HFS 110 Wisconsin Administrative Rule 
 Chapter HFS 111 Wisconsin Administrative Rule 
 Chapter HFS 112 Wisconsin Administrative Rule 

Chapter HFS 118 Wisconsin Administrative Rule 
POLICY: 1. It is the responsibility of the transferring physician, in consultation with the receiving 

physician, to determine the appropriateness of transfer, the appropriate level of care 
required by the patient’s condition, the appropriate mode of transportation and the 
appropriate personnel (EMT-Basic, EMT-Basic IV Technician, EMT-Intermediate, EMT-
Paramedic, Registered Nurse, Physician, Specialized Critical Care Transport Service, etc.) 
to provide care during transport. 
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2. Medically and legally, the responsibility for safe interfacility transfers rests with the 

transferring hospital and not the local EMS system.  There is no legal mandate for an EMS 
system to provide for interfacility transfers.   

 3. On-line Medical Control shall be identified and agreed upon prior to patient transport.  
The referring physician or accepting physician may provide the medical direction and if 
so, must be readily available via voice contact within a reasonable time.   The transport 
service’s medical director will be the default provider of medical control, and has final 
authority if there is any dispute regarding the care and services requested. 

 4. Patients requiring clinical skills (Scope of Practice) and/or equipment beyond those of an 
EMT, EMT-IV Tech, EMT-I or EMT-P should only be transported via a critical care 
transport service and accompanied by appropriately trained and equipped clinical 
personnel who can safely and appropriately manage that patient’s condition. It is the 
responsibility of the referring physician and health care institution to insure this level of 
care is provided. 

 5. Ambulance services providing interfacility transport of patients shall: 
  a. Be a Wisconsin licensed provider. 
  b. Maintain on file, as required under Wisconsin Administrative Rule, an approved 

Interfacility Operational Plan. 
  c. Maintain a program for continuous quality improvement. 
  d. Advertise and offer only services that are within the scope of practice and license 

level of provider and personnel. 
  e. Assure the ambulance is staffed with a minimum of two licensed crewmembers 

and additional crewmembers in the patient compartment to meet the anticipated 
needs of the patient. One person can be a registered nurse, physician assistant, or 
physician provided by the referring facility who is trained in the skills the service 
is authorized to provide. 

 6. Such transports shall not significantly compromise the local 911/EMS resources of the 
community.  It is the responsibility of the transport service provider to determine whether 
adequate resources are available to maintain appropriate coverage to the community 
before committing to the requested transport.  

 7. At no time shall a licensed provider be ordered to operate outside of their State approved 
scope of practice. 

 8. Interfacilty transport services must ensure that the medical personnel providing 
interfacility transport retain qualifications and competency in performing the procedures 
and administering medications necessary to meet the specific needs of the patient during 
the interfacility transport.  

 
To insure safe and appropriate care for all patients and medico-legal protection for EMS providers and 
health care personnel, it is highly recommended that all transporting services and referring facilities 
develop interfacility transfer agreements that address the above 8 points.  
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Definitions 
 

“Ambulance” has the meaning specified in s. 146.50 (1)(a), Stats., namely, an emergency vehicle, including any 
motor vehicle, boat or aircraft, whether privately or publicly owned, which is designed, constructed or equipped 
to transport sick, disabled or injured individuals. 
 
“Ambulance service” has the meaning specified in s.146.55 (1) (a), Stats., namely, the business of transporting 
sick, disabled or injured individuals by ambulance to or from facilities or institutions providing health services. 
 
“Ambulance service provider,” “ambulance provider” or “provider” has the meaning specified in s. 146.50 (1) 
(c), Stats., namely, a person engaged in the business of transporting sick, disabled or injured individuals by 
ambulance to or from facilities or institutions providing health services. 
 
“Basic life support” or “BLS” means emergency medical care that is rendered to a sick, disabled or injured 
individual, based on signs, symptoms or complaints, prior to the individual’s hospitalization or while 
transporting the individual between health care facilities and that is limited to use of the knowledge, skills and 
techniques received from training under s. 146.50, Stats., and ch. HFS 110 as a condition for being issued an 
EMT–basic license. 
 
“Critical care and specialty care transport” means use of licensed health care personnel (RN, NP, MD, DO, 
EMT-P, PA, RRT, etc.) with hospital-defined and approved critical care skills and a scope of practice that is 
more comprehensive than that of an ALS ambulance service provider thereby allowing for the highest level of 
care available for emergent and/or specialty (e.g. obstetric, neonatal, pediatric, extracorporeal technology, etc.) 
interfacility transport of patients with a high degree of clinical acuity and potential for deterioration. 
 
“Advanced life support” or ”ALS” means use, by appropriately trained and licensed personnel, in prehospital 
and interfacility emergency care and transport of patients, of the medical knowledge, skills and techniques 
included in the department–approved training required for licensure of emergency medical technicians–
intermediate under ch. HFS 111 or emergency medical technicians–paramedic under ch. HFS 112 and which 
are not included in basic life support. 
 
“Interfacility transport” means scheduled or prearranged transportation of emergent or non-emergent patients 
between health care facilities. 
 
“Medical control” means direction, through verbal orders or a department–approved protocol, supervision and 
quality control by the medical director or by a physician designated by the medical director, of the activities of 
an EMT performing skills in the pre–hospital setting or during interfacility transport of a patient. 
  
“Operational Plan” means a document submitted for review and approval by DHFS that represents an 
ambulance service provider’s plan for the delivery of emergency care and transportation of patients.   
 
“EMTALA” - The Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act enacted in 1986.  
 
“Transfer Agreement” means a written understanding between a facility and an interfacility transport service 
with regards to the service’s specific scope of practice as defined in their DHFS approved operational plan, the 
level of care available and the responsibility for medical control. 
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I. Introduction/Intent 
 
The transfer of patients between facilities is a fundamental component of the health care system. It allows 

access to various levels of care (emergent, critical, and specialty) for individuals and communities that may not 

otherwise receive such care. It also facilitates the existence of regional and integrated health care systems, such 

as occurs in a managed care environment. Transfers occur with the expectation that the reasonably-anticipated 

risks and complications en route shall be non-existent to minimal, but may be adequately handled by transport 

team personnel.  

 

As health care reform progresses, the demand to regionalize resources and move patients to those resources will 

increase. The objective of this guideline statement is to promote safe and appropriate patient transfer.  As such, 

it provides the referring physician and institution with a tool to assist in decision-making regarding staffing 

requirements and qualifications for the care of the transferred patient.  

 
II. Authority 

 
The regulations governing out-of-hospital emergency medical care rest with the Department of Health and 

Family Services. Through Administrative Rule, specific scopes of practice are established for all levels of EMS 

licensure.  

ss. 146.50 Wisconsin Statute 
Chapter HFS 110 Wisconsin Administrative Rule 
Chapter HFS 111 Wisconsin Administrative Rule 
Chapter HFS 112 Wisconsin Administrative Rule 
Chapter HFS 118 Wisconsin Administrative Rule 
 

In 1986, with amendments in l990 and l994, Congress enacted the "federal anti-dumping legislation" (COBRA, 

the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act, PL 99-272, and subsequently EMTALA, Emergency 

Treatment and Active Labor Act), which was designed to prevent the transfer of patients from one facility to 

another based solely upon their ability to pay. This legislation outlined specific steps that the transferring 

physician and transferring facility must perform prior to initiating or implementing the transfer. Fundamentally, 

EMTALA seeks to ensure that the patient is clinically stable, has consented to the transfer, and may benefit 

from care available at the receiving hospital that is not available at the referring hospital. 
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III. Policy 
 
Responsibility of Transferring Physician/Facility 

Patient Care 
According to EMTALA, the transferring physician is responsible for identifying the receiving physician, 

identifying the receiving hospital, and writing transfer orders in consultation with the receiving physician. The 

transferring physician is also responsible for determining the method of transport (i.e. ground or air), the 

necessary and most appropriate personnel to accompany the patient, the necessary and appropriate life support 

equipment to accompany the patient, and the medical treatment and medication orders for the duration of the 

transfer to cover any reasonably foreseeable complications during transfer. This mandate requires knowledge of 

Wisconsin EMS statute and rule and EMTALA. These Interfacility Transport Guidelines are designed to clarify 

for the transferring physician at a glance those procedures and medications within the scope of practice for any 

individual licensed EMS provider. 

 
The decision to transfer a patient must be preceded by an analysis of the potential benefits of the transfer 

measured against the potential risks, considering not only the patient but the transport personnel as well. The 

risk/benefit analysis should include a determination of the patient's current medical problems and the most 

suitable facility for management. In addition, the patient's likelihood for deterioration without transfer, the 

urgency of definitive management, and the availability of tertiary resources must be factored into the decision to 

transfer. 

 

There is significant risk of deterioration during the transfer of critically ill patients. Prior to initiation of a 

transfer, the patient should be adequately assessed and stabilized as much as possible. The extent to which this 

can be accomplished depends on the resources available at the transferring institution, the illness or injury, and 

the age of the patient. In some cases, such as seriously ill pediatric and neonatal patients, a specialty transport 

team may best accomplish adequate stabilization and provide the necessary equipment prior to transfer. Some 

patients may require assessments and interventions unavailable at the referring facility.  The transferring 

physician is responsible for stabilizing patients to the best of his or her ability and, in the case of a critically ill 

infant or child, may benefit from early communication with the receiving hospital’s specialty transport service.  

Although some patients will require transfer without definitive stabilization, there is no evidence to support the 

“scoop and run” approach to the interfacility transport of critically ill patients and a growing science supporting 
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early, goal-directed therapy. In addition, current literature demonstrates an improved outcome and decreased 

incidence of adverse events when neonatal and pediatric patients are transported by specialized neonatal and 

pediatric transport teams. 

 

Obstetric patients and women in labor present special problems and considerations. To avoid the potential 

complications of a delivery during transfer, patients with imminent delivery should generally be delivered prior 

to transfer, even in the case of high-risk pregnancy. Resources to care for mother and child at the referring 

facility are far superior to that available in any transporting unit. Once delivered, mother and child can be more 

safely transferred if necessary and by the appropriate level of care team required.  
 

Methods and Level of Transfer 
It is the responsibility of the transferring physician to choose the most appropriate mode of transport and level 

of care.  Important considerations include patient acuity, time to transfer, and distance to receiving facility.  For 

the unstable critical patient, rapid interfacility transport to a more comprehensive facility may be required. In 

contrast, non-emergent interfacility transfer may not require speed or sophisticated transfer services. Prior 

knowledge of local and regional transport capabilities is essential.  Important to note is that there is not a State 

statutory mandate for EMS systems to provide for interfacility transfers.   

 
Personnel and Equipment 
It is essential that appropriate personnel and equipment accompany the patient during interfacility transport.  

The personnel must have the qualifications and competency in performing the procedures and administering 

medications necessary to meet the specific needs of the patient during the interfacility transport. Personnel 

needed to provide an appropriate level of care during the transport are often not available at, or cannot be spared 

from the sending facility. Specialty care transport teams can be used to supplement appropriate personnel and 

provide necessary equipment for a transfer. These teams usually have personnel who are specially trained and, 

more importantly, have significant experience in the management of critical care transports.  The level of 

training required for interfacility transport depends on the severity of illness. The Wisconsin EMS Scope of 

Practice will provide guidance when selecting the most appropriate staffing configuration for EMS interfacility 

transfers. 

 

The DHFS’ Bureau of Local Health Support and Emergency Services has authority and control over the scope 

of practice for out-of-hospital providers (First Responders, EMTs, and Paramedics).  The Bureau does not 

directly control the practice of nurses, physician assistants, or physicians.    In general, their licenses do not 

limit their scope, but rather their scope of practice is defined by their individual training, experience, and 
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credentialing.  For example, while both are licensed nurses, it is unlikely an obstetrics nurse would be qualified 

to manage a balloon pump or a critically injured pediatric patient.  Likewise, a cardiac nurse may not be 

qualified to care for a complicated pregnancy or a neonate.   As such, the scope of practice for these providers 

needs to be clarified and confirmed by the providing agency prior to their use as transporting personnel.  The 

establishment of a transfer agreement will facilitate the understanding of these non-EMS health care providers’ 

credentials.   

 

If provided by the transporting service, these personnel’s scope of practice will be defined in the service’s 

operational plan and these personnel’s credentials and capabilities are the responsibility of the medical director 

of the transporting service.  If provided by the transferring facility, these personnel’s credentials and capabilities 

are the responsibility of the transferring physician and/or facility. If provided by the receiving facility, these 

personnel’s credentials and capabilities are the responsibility of the receiving physician and/or facility.   It is 

incumbent on the transferring facility to match the skill of any of these providers to the given need of the 

patient.      

 

Medical Control/Direction 

The responsibility of on-line medical direction during transport should be established prior to the transport 

based on a mutual agreement between the transferring physician, the transport service medical director, and the 

receiving physician.  Having an interfacility transfer agreement in place prior to transfer facilitates this process.  

 

The options for on-line medical control during transfer include: (1) the transferring physician assumes medical 

control,  (2) the receiving physician assumes medical control, or (3) the medical director or his/her surrogate (a 

medical control physician) of the transporting service assumes medical control.  The actions of the transport 

service personnel are ultimately the responsibility of the service medical director by respondent superior. 

Medical direction serves a critical quality control function over every aspect of patient care and system 

operation, including the appropriateness of clinical protocols, adequacy of provider education, selection of 

equipment, and prevention of medical errors.  It is essential that the physician providing medical control is 

readily available via voice (within a reasonable time) to the transport personnel and be medically qualified to 

direct care for the patient.  Several factors determine the most appropriate individual to exercise on-line medical 

control responsibility but patient care considerations must be paramount. In some situations, the selection may 

be primarily based on communication capabilities. If only one physician can maintain direct communication 

with the transport vehicle during transfer, medical responsibility should be with that physician.  Appropriate 

specialty back up needs to be available as needed for appropriate patient care (e.g. obstetric, neonatal or  
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pediatric). Regardless of the identified physician providing medical control, once the EMS or specialty 

transport team assumes care of the patient, the medical director of the transport service or his/her surrogate 

has final authority for the care of the patient and protection of the transport team.   The determination of 

on-line medical responsibility must be made in advance and this determination must be documented.  

 

 

Responsibility of Interfacility Transport Service  
 

State Approved Operational Plan/Licensure 
The interfacility transfer service and its medical director are responsible for maintaining ambulance service 

provider and individual provider licensures, defining the scope of practice of the personnel in conjunction with 

current rule (off-line medical direction), and submitting for approval to DHFS an interfacility operational plan. 

To submit a plan, the service must be a Wisconsin licensed provider.  The plan shall include the following 

essential components:  level of service to be provided (scope of practice), provision for medical direction (on-

line and off-line), written protocols including standing orders, and a continuous quality improvement (CQI) 

program.  Some of these items and their requirements are presented in detail below.    

 

On-Line Medical Direction 
On-line medical direction for interfacility transport carries the same importance as on-line medical direction for 

EMS systems involved primarily in pre-hospital emergency medical care. On-line medical direction allows the 

physician to give direct orders to manage those conditions not addressed by standing orders or protocols as 

approved in the operational plan. To be effective, there must be a system available to allow voice 

communication from the transport team to an appropriate physician. On-line medical direction capability is 

essential for medical personnel functioning outside the hospital. Continuous communication capabilities should 

be ensured, but if continuous communication is not available during transport, written transfer orders must 

include sufficient instructions to allow the personnel attending the patient to respond appropriately to medical 

crises and changing patient status. Standing orders or protocols may be developed off-line to meet these needs. 

The medical director must have access to and involve other specialists for consultation in development of 

specialty transport protocols (i.e. obstetric, neonatal or pediatric patients). 
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The referring, receiving and on-line physicians must consider that the existing pre-hospital protocols found in 

EMS systems are not automatically transferable to the environment of the interfacility transfer. Separate 

interfacility transport protocols are essential and require DHFS approval prior to implementation as part of an 

EMS service’s interfacility operational plan.  The service medical director will act as the default on-line medical 

director in the event the transferring or receiving physician is not capable of providing such service.   

 

This document also recognizes that even with anticipation of patient needs during transport, situations will arise 

that cannot be foreseen. In this event, transport personnel are to initiate care based upon protocols of a 911 

provider while seeking consultation with on-line medical control and/or requesting an appropriate level 

intercept or diverting to an appropriate facility. 

 

Finally, such transports shall not compromise the local 911/EMS resources of the community.  It is the 

responsibility of the transport service provider to determine whether adequate resources are available to 

maintain appropriate coverage to their community before committing to the requested transport. 

 
 

Off-line Medical Direction 
Off-line medical direction represents the foundation of physician responsibility and involvement with 

interfacility transfer, much as it does with traditional EMS systems. The off-line medical director assumes 

responsibility for the overall quality of health care delivered by an interfacility transport service. The medical 

director must have authority commensurate with that responsibility, including ultimate authority in medical 

matters. This includes, but is not limited to, the establishment of standing orders and protocols for treatment of 

patients during transfer. Additionally, the medical director must have the authority to approve transfer team 

composition, to credential, define and approve competency levels for team members and to set standards for 

training requirements. The ideal off-line medical director is a trained emergency physician who is active in the 

practice of emergency medicine and has a particular interest and expertise in EMS systems and interfacility 

patient transfer.   This medical director must have access to and involve other specialists for consultation in 

development of specialty transport protocols (i.e. obstetric, neonatal or pediatric patients) if the EMS service 

chooses to engage in those types of transfers and be compliant with national consensus guidelines (i.e. NHTSA, 

NAEMSP, etc.). 
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Treatment protocols are an essential component of off-line medical direction. They are documents that provide 

the basis for a uniform quality of care throughout for a service and define the procedures and interventions for 

personnel during patient transfer.   Treatment protocols become the basis for the initial training and continuing  

 

 

education for personnel. Additionally, they form the basis for ongoing monitoring of the service through quality 

improvement. Accordingly, these protocols are the responsibility of the service medical director.   These 

protocols should be incorporated in an interfacility transfer agreement to help demonstrate the scope of practice 

and provide transferring facilities and physicians with information regarding the skill and knowledge of the 

transport service.   

 

Further, this document assumes the ambulance service provider and ambulance service provider medical 

director maintain written evidence of education, initial and on-going proficiency and authorization of all 

procedures and medications performed by any licensed person, and must make these records available to DHFS 

authorized persons upon request. 

 
Documentation 
As with all other areas of medical care, documentation, data collection and reporting to appropriate agencies is 

critical to ensuring proper medical care and medico-legal protection. The format for documentation of 

interfacility transfer information should be established by the service with its medical director’s input and 

should focus on physiologic monitoring, patient care interventions, and general changes in patient condition 

during transfer. Administrative Rule requires DHFS approval of forms. 

 
Special Populations 
It is well recognized that ill and injured pediatric patients have unique clinical requirements. It is recommended  
 
that hospitals in the State have written interfacility transfer agreements that specify alternate care sites (i.e.  
 
children’s hospitals) that have the capabilities to meet the clinical needs of critically ill and injured pediatric  
 
patients. In additions, inter-facility guidelines should be in place that specify transportation of patients, staff,  
 
and equipment to and from the alternate care site; that provides for individual tracking to and from the alternate  
 
care site; and that ensures inter-facility communication between the referring hospital, transporting service and  
 
the alternate care site. 
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IV. Summary 
 
It is clear that hospitals and physicians arranging for interfacility transfer of patients do so with the expectation 

that a mechanism is in place for safe and appropriate patient care during that transport. This expectation is based 

on experience with the day-to-day functioning of organizations within EMS systems. EMS system providers 

must render their customary scope of practice to transferred patients, as defined by policies and protocols. This 

scope of practice must be defined for referring hospitals and physicians so that safe and appropriate care can be  

provided for each individual patient as defined by their unique care requirements. The establishment of 

interfacility agreements, off-line treatment protocols, and pre-established on-line medical control will help 

ensure safe and appropriate provision of care during interfacility transport. 

 

The transferring physician/facility is responsible for: 

1. Stabilizing the patient within the capacity of the facility. 

2. Performing a risk/benefit analysis of transfer. 

3. Determining the mode of transfer based on patient acuity, distance and weather conditions in 

consultation with the receiving facility physician. 

4. Determining the medical needs of the patient during transfer and the medical qualifications of the 

personnel required to meet that need. 

5. Recognizing and respecting the limitations of the providers’ scope of practice, which means: 

a. Not requiring a higher level of care from these personnel than is defined by their scope 

b. Recognizing the need for specialty transport services that may not be available from EMS-based 

transport services and promptly contacting these services 

6. Determining the credentials and capabilities of any personnel provided by the facility for the transport. 

7. Insuring on-line medical control is readily available by voice contact within 3 minutes. 

 

The transport agency is responsible for: 

1. Having an approved interfacility transport operational plan on file with the State of Wisconsin. 

2. Complying with said approved plan. 

3. Insuring providers have current licensure and training as needed to meet their approved scope of 

practice. 

4. Insuring that the transport will not compromise the local 911/EMS resources.  

5. Insuring provision of care remains within the provider’s scope of practice. 

6. Insuring on-line medical control is readily available. 
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Wisconsin Scope of Practice 
 

Interfacility Transport Guidelines  
 

 
This document is intended to be dynamic in nature and changes should be anticipated as scope of practice 

changes occur. Medications and procedures not found in this document must have the approval of the 

Department of Health and Family Services prior to use.  

 

The scope of practice for individual providers is rule-based and provided on the following table.  Some skills 

listed on the table are optional and may not be part of the scope of practice for a given service, thus when 

requesting an ambulance for interfacility transfer, any limits placed by the transporting service must be 

recognized and respected.  The individual service’s medical director determines the actual scope of 

practice for its providers as defined in the approved operational plan.  Paramedics may potentially have an 

unlimited scope of practice.  They can perform skills and provide treatments as their medical director chooses 

but the paramedics must be trained appropriately and deemed competent by their medical director.  They must 

maintain necessary credentials and documentation of competency.  Of great importance, this “expanded scope” 

must be approved by DHFS as part of the service’s operational plan.  For example, a service may have 

paramedics that are trained and approved to monitor chest tubes: chest tube monitoring can be within the scope 

of practice for a paramedic; however, it does not follow that every paramedic can be expected to do this.   

 

While the DHFS Bureau of Local Health Support and Emergency Services has authority and control over the 

scope of practice for out-of-hospital providers (first responders, EMTs, and paramedics) it does not have control 

over the practice of nurses, physician assistants, or physicians.    Therefore, this document will not address the 

scope of practice for these professionals.  However, for nurses that are employed by a non-hospital based 

transport service, their scope of practice must be reflected in the operational plan submitted to DHFS for 

approval.   
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First Responder  

This level of EMS provider has successfully completed a program of training 
based upon the WI Medical First Responder Curriculum, and has successfully 
completed the department’s testing requirements.  Individuals must hold a valid WI 
license with an approved EMS Service to practice at this level.  
 
  

AIRWAY / VENTILATION / 
OXYGENATION 

Airway - Lumen (Non-Visualized)** 
Airway - Nasopharyngeal 
Airway - Oropharyngeal 
Bag - Valve - Mask (BVM) 
Cricoid Pressure (Sellick) 
Manual Airway Maneuvers 
Obstruction - Manual 
Oxygen Therapy - Nasal Cannula 
Oxygen Therapy - Non-rebreather Mask 
Oxygen Therapy - Regulators 
Pulse Oximetry * 
Suctioning - Upper Airway (Soft & Rigid) 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSISTED MEDICATIONS – 
PATIENTS 

Auto-Injected Epinephrine ** 
Oral Glucose 
 
 
 
 

APPROVED MEDICATION by 
PROTOCOL 

Epinephrine for Anaphylaxis  
Auto-Injector Only** 
Oral Glucose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CARDIOVASCULAR / 
CIRCULATION 

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) 
Defibrillation - Automated / Semi-
Automated (AED) 
Hemorrhage Control - Direct Pressure 
Hemorrhage Control - Pressure Point 
Hemorrhage Control - Tourniquet 
Trendelenberg Positioning 
 

IMMOBILIZATION 
Spinal Immobilization - Manual 
Stabilization 
Spinal Immobilization - Cervical Collar ** 
Spinal Immobilization - Long Board** 
Spinal Immobilization – Seated Patient 
(KED, etc.)** 
Splinting - Manual  
Splinting - Rigid 
Splinting - Soft 
Splinting - Vacuum* 
Splinting-Traction* 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Assisted Delivery (childbirth) 
Blood Pressure - Automated*  
Eye Irrigation 
Vital Signs  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

REMINDER: Personnel must be trained & competent in all equipment that is used by the service 

All skills are mandatory unless otherwise 
indicated and requires an approved protocol 

 
*  Optional use by service  

 
**  Optional use by service and Requires:  

• Prior written approval of the 
Operational Plan by the State EMS 
office and  

• Medical Director approval and  
• Documentation of additional training   
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Emergency Medical Technician – Basic 

 
This level of EMS provider has successfully completed a program of 

training based upon the WI EMT-Basic Curriculum, and has successfully 
completed the department’s testing requirements.  Individuals must hold a valid 
WI license with an approved EMS Service to practice at this level. 

 
 
 

AIRWAY / VENTILATION / 
OXYGENATION 

Airway – Lumen (Non-visualized) 
Airway – Nasal (Nasopharyngeal) 
Airway – Oral (Oropharyngeal) 
Bag-Valve-Mask (BVM) 
End Tidal CO2 monitoring ** 
CPAP**                              
Cricoid Pressure (Sellick) 
Manual Airway Maneuvers 
Obstruction – Forceps & Laryngoscope 
(Direct Visual) 
Obstruction - Manual 
Oxygen Therapy – Nebulizer 
Oxygen Therapy – Nasal Cannula 
Oxygen Therapy –Non-rebreather Mask 
Oxygen Therapy – Regulators 
Pulse Oximetry * 
Suctioning –Upper Airway (Soft & Rigid) 

ASSISTED MEDICATIONS – 
PATIENTS 

Auto-Injected Epinephrine 
Medicated Inhaler – Prescribed 
Albuterol 
Medicated Inhaler – Prescribed 
Atrovent**  
Nitroglycerin 
Oral Glucose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CARDIOVASCULAR / 
CIRCULATION 

ECG Monitor * (non-interpretive) 
12-Lead ECG –  
(acquire but non -interpretive)** 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation  (CPR) 
CPR - Mechanical Device ** 
Defibrillation – Automated / Semi-
Automated (AED) 
Defibrillation – Manual ** 
Hemorrhage Control –  Direct Pressure 
Hemorrhage Control – Pressure Point 
Hemorrhage Control - Tourniquet 
Trendelenberg Positioning 
 

MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION-
ROUTES 

Aerosolized/Nebulizer 
Auto-Injector  
Intramuscular(IM) 
Oral 
Subcutaneous (SQ)** 
Sub-Lingual (SL) 
 
All skills are mandatory unless otherwise 

indicated and require an approved protocol. 
 
*  Optional use by service  

 
**  Optional use by service and Requires:  

• Prior written approval of the 
Operational Plan by the State 
EMS office and  

• Medical Director approval and  
• Documentation of additional 

training as necessary                
 
 
 REMINDER: Personnel must be trained & competent in all equipment that is used by the service 



Wisconsin EMS Scope of Practice 
EMT-Basic 

 
 
 

Bureau Local Health Support & EMS                                                                           Rev 3/30/2006, 10/05 
2

 
 

 
MEDICATIONS 

HFS 110. 05 (4)(d) Administration of 
additional medications approved by the 

department based on recommendations of 
the emergency medical services board 

under s. 146.58, Stats., the EMS physician 
advisory committee under s. 146.58 (1), 
Stats., and the Wisconsin EMS program 

medical director under s. 146.55 (2m), Stats. 
with final approval by the State EMS office. 

 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Assisted Delivery (Childbirth) 
Blood Glucose Monitoring** 
Blood Pressure – Automated * 
Eye Irrigation 
Vital Signs                                  
Patient Physical Restraint Application 
 

APPROVED MEDICATIONS BY 
PROTOCOL 

Activated Charcoal* 
Albuterol (Nebulized – Unit Dose)** 
Atrovent (Nebulized – Unit Dose)** 
Aspirin (ASA) for chest pain** 
Epinephrine for Anaphylaxis  (unit dose) 
Glucagon**  
Mark I Auto-Injector (For Self & Crew)  
Oral Glucose 
 

 
 
 
 
 

IMMOBILIZATION 
Spinal Immobilization – Cervical Collar 
Spinal Immobilization – Long Board 
Spinal Immobilization – Manual 
Stabilization 
Spinal Immobilization –                 
Seated Patient (KED, etc.) 
Selective Spinal Immobilization ** 
Splinting – Manual 
Splinting – Pelvic Wrap / PASG* 
Splinting – Rigid 
Splinting – Soft 
Splinting – Traction 
Splinting – Vacuum* 

REMINDER: Personnel must be trained & competent in all equipment that is used by the service 

All skills are mandatory unless otherwise indicated and 
require an approved protocol. 

 
*  Optional use by service  

 
**  Optional use by service and Requires:  

• Prior written approval of the Operational 
Plan by the State EMS office and  

• Medical Director approval and  
• Documentation of additional training as 

necessary                
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This level of EMS provider has successfully completed a program of training based 
upon the WI EMT-Intermediate Technician Curriculum, and has successfully completed 
the department’s testing requirements.  Individuals must hold a valid WI license with an 
approved EMS Service to practice at this level.  

 
 

AIRWAY / VENTILATION / 
OXYGENATION 

Airway – Lumen (Non-Visualized)  
Airway – Nasal (Nasopharyngeal) 
Airway – Oral (Oropharyngeal) 
Bag-Valve-Mask (BVM) 
End Tidal CO2 Monitoring** 
CPAP** 
Cricoid Pressure (Sellick) 
Intubation – Endotracheal Lighted Stylet ** 
Manual Airway Maneuvers 
Obstruction – Forceps & Laryngoscope 
(Direct Visual) 
Obstruction - Manual  
Oxygen Therapy – Nebulizer 
Oxygen Therapy – Nasal Cannula 
Oxygen Therapy – Non-rebreather Mask 
Oxygen Therapy – Regulators 
Pulse Oximetry* 
Suctioning – Upper Airway  (Soft & Rigid)

MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION-
ROUTES 

Aerosolized/Nebulizer 
Auto-Injector  
Intramuscular(IM) 
Intravenous (IV) Push 
Oral 
Subcutaneous (SQ) 
Sub-Lingual (SL) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPROVED MEDICATION BY 
PROTOCOL 

Activated Charcoal 
Albuterol (Nebulized – Unit Dose) 
Atrovent (Nebulized – Unit Dose) 
Epinephrine for Anaphylaxis (unit dose) 
Aspirin (ASA) for chest pain 
Dextrose 50% 
Glucagon* 
Mark I Auto Injector (For Self & Crew) 
Narcan 
Nitroglycerin (SL only) 
Oral Glucose 
 
IV INITIATION/MAINTENANCE/FLUIDS
IV Solutions- D5W, Normal Saline, 
Lactated Ringers 
Maintenance – Non-Medicated IV Fluids 
(D5W, LR, NS) 
Peripheral Initiation 
 
All skills are mandatory unless otherwise noted  
and requires an approved protocol 
 
*   Optional use by service 
 
** Optional use by service and requires: 

• Prior written approval of the Operational 
Plan By the State EMS Office and 

• Medical Director approval and 
• Documentation of additional training 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMINDER: Personnel must be trained & competent in all equipment that is used by the service 
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CARDIOVASCULAR / 
CIRCULATION 

ECG Monitor ** (non-interpretive) 
12-lead ECG (acquire but non-
interpretive)** 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) 
CPR Mechanical Device ** 
Defibrillation – Automated / Semi-
Automated (AED) 
Defibrillation – Manual ** 
Hemorrhage Control – Direct Pressure 
Hemorrhage Control – Pressure Point 
Hemorrhage Control - Tourniquet 
Trendelenberg Positioning 
 

MEDICATIONS 
HFS 110. 05 (4)(d) Administration of 
additional medications approved by the 
department based on recommendations of 
the emergency medical services board under 
s. 146.58, Stats., the EMS physician advisory 
committee under s. 146.58 (1), Stats., and 
the Wisconsin EMS program medical director 
under s. 146.55 (2m), Stats. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMOBILIZATION 
Selective Spinal Immobilization ** 
Spinal Immobilization – Cervical Collar 
Spinal Immobilization – Long Board 
Spinal Immobilization – Manual 
Stabilization 
Spinal Immobilization – Seated Patient 
(KED, etc.) 
Splinting – Manual 
Splinting – Pelvic Wrap / PASG* 
Splinting – Rigid 
Splinting – Soft 
Splinting – Traction 
Splinting – Vacuum* 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Assisted Delivery (Childbirth) 
Blood Glucose Monitoring 
Blood Pressure – Automated * 
Eye Irrigation 
Venous Blood Sampling – Obtaining** 
Vital Signs  
Patient Physical Restraint Application 
 
 

All skills are mandatory unless otherwise noted  
and requires an approved protocol 
 
*   Optional use by service 
 
**Optional use by service and Requires: 

• Prior written approval of the Operational Plan 
By the State EMS Office and 

• Medical Director approval and 
• Documentation of additional training 

REMINDER: Personnel must be trained & competent in all equipment that is used by the service 
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This level of EMS provider has successfully completed a program of training based 
upon the WI EMT-Intermediate Curriculum, and has successfully completed the 
department’s testing requirements.  Individuals must hold a valid WI license with an 
approved EMS Service to practice at this level.  

 
 

AIRWAY / VENTILATION / 
OXYGENATION 

Airway – Lumen (Non-Visualized) 
Airway – Nasal (Nasopharyngeal) 
Airway – Oral (Oropharyngeal) 
Bag-Valve-Mask (BVM) 
Chest Decompression – Needle 
CPAP ** 
Cricoid Pressure (Sellick) 
End Tidal CO2 Monitoring/Capnometry* 
Intubation - Lighted Stylet* 
Intubation - Orotracheal 
Manual Airway Maneuvers 
Obstruction – Forceps (Direct Visual) 
Obstruction – Manual 
Oxygen Therapy - Nebulizer 
Oxygen Therapy – Nasal Cannula 
Oxygen Therapy –  Non-rebreather Mask
Oxygen Therapy – Regulators 
Pulse Oximetry* 
Suctioning – Tracheobronchial 
Suctioning – Upper Airway  (Soft & Rigid)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CARDIOVASCULAR / 
CIRCULATION 

ECG Monitor 
12 Lead ECG* 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) 
Valsalva 
CPR Mechanical Device** 
Defibrillation – Automated / Semi-
Automated(AED) 
Defibrillation – Manual* 
Hemorrhage Control –  Direct Pressure 
Hemorrhage Control – Pressure Point 
Hemorrhage Control - Tourniquet 
Cardioversion (Unstable Patients only) 
Transcutaneous Pacing (Unstable 
Patients only) 
Trendelenberg Positioning 
 

IMMOBILIZATION 
Selective Spinal Immobilization ** 
Spinal Immobilization – Cervical Collar 
Spinal Immobilization – Long Board 
Spinal Immobilization – Manual 
Stabilization 
Spinal Immobilization – Seated Patient 
(KED, etc.) 
Splinting – Manual 
Splinting-Pelvic Wrap/PASG* 
Splinting – Rigid 
Splinting – Soft 
Splinting – Traction 
Splinting – Vacuum* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 All skills are mandatory unless otherwise 
indicated and requires an approved protocol.  
 
*  Optional use by service with training 

 
**  Optional use by service and Requires:  

• Prior written approval of the 
Operational Plan by the State EMS 
office and  

• Medical Director approval and  
• Documentation of additional training    

REMINDER: Personnel must be trained & competent in all equipment that is used by the service 
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IV INITATION / MAINTENANCE / 

FLUIDS 
IV Solutions- D5W, Normal Saline, 
Lactated Ringers 
Intraosseous – Initiation 
Peripheral – Initiation 
Maintenance – Non-Medicated IV Fluids 
(D5W, LR, NS) 
 
MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION - 

Routes 
Aerosolized/Nebulized 
Auto-Injector 
Endotracheal Tube (ET) 
Intramuscular (IM) 
Intraosseous (IO) 
Intravenous (IV) Push 
Oral 
Rectal 
Subcutaneous (SQ) 
Sub-lingual (SL) 
 

MEDICATIONS & SKILLS 
HFS 111.04(4) (b) 2. ‘Department approved 
medications and skills.’ Administration of additional 
medications and skills approved by the department 
based on recommendations of the emergency medical 
services board under s. 146.58, Stats., the EMS 
physician advisory committee under s. 146.58 (1), 
Stats., and the State EMS program medical director 
under s. 146.55 (2m), Stats. Additional skills shall 
become effective when approved by the department 
based on the recommendations of the entities in this 
subdivision and will be incorporated into the next 
revision of this chapter. 
 
 
 
 

 

All skills are mandatory unless otherwise 
indicated and requires an approved protocol.  
 

 
APPROVED MEDICATIONS BY 

PROTOCOL 
Activated Charcoal 
Adenosine 
Albuterol (Nebulized) 
Albuterol & Atrovent - Premix Combined 
Amiodarone (Bolus only) 
Aspirin (ASA) for chest pain 
Ativan (Lorazepam) for Seizures only 
Atropine 
Atrovent (Nebulized) 
Dextrose 50% 
Epinephrine Auto-Injector or Manually 
drawn 1:1000 
Epinephrine 1:10,000 
Glucagon* 
Lasix 
Lidocaine (Bolus Only) 
Mark I Auto Injector  (For Self & Crew) 
Morphine 
Narcan 
Nitroglycerin (SL only) 
Valium (Diazepam) for Seizures only 
Vasopressin 
Oral Glucose 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Assisted Delivery (childbirth) 
Blood Glucose Monitoring 
Blood Pressure –Automated 
Eye Irrigation 
Venous Blood Sampling – Obtaining** 
Vital Signs  
Patient Physical Restraint Application 

*     Optional use by service 
 
**  Optional use by service and Requires:  

•  Prior written approval of the 
Operational Plan by the State EMS 
office and  

• Medical Director approval and 
• Documentation of additional 

training 

•  Documentation of additional 
training    

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Unstable cardiac patients are defined 
by the AHA under ACLS guidelines 

REMINDER: Personnel must be trained & competent in all equipment that is used by the service 
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 This level of EMS provider has successfully completed a program of training 
based upon the WI EMT-Paramedic Curriculum, and has successfully completed the 
department’s testing requirements.  Individuals must hold a valid WI license with an 
approved EMS Service to practice at this level. 
 

AIRWAY / VENTILATION / 
OXYGENATION 

Airway – Lumen (Non-Visualized) 
Airway – Nasal (Nasopharyngeal) 
Airway – Oral (Oropharyngeal) 
Bag-Valve-Mask (BVM) 
Chest Decompression – Needle 
CPAP ** 
Cricoid Pressure (Sellick) 
Cricothyrotomy – Surgical/Needle 
End Tidal CO2 Monitoring* 
Gastric Decompression – NG Tube 
Intubation - Lighted Stylet* 
Intubation – Medication Assisted  
(non-paralytic)* 
Intubation – Medication Assisted with 
paralytics (RSI)**                      
(Requires 2 Paramedics Patient Side) 
Intubation – Nasotracheal 
Intubation - Endotracheal 
Manual Airway Maneuvers 
Obstruction – Forceps (Direct Visual) 
Obstruction – Manual 
Oxygen Therapy - Nebulizer 
Oxygen Therapy – Nasal Cannula 
Oxygen Therapy – Non-rebreather Mask 
Oxygen Therapy – Regulators 
Pulse Oximetry* 
Suctioning – Tracheobronchial 
Suctioning – Upper Airway  (Soft & Rigid)
Ventilators ** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CARDIOVASCULAR / 
CIRCULATION 

ECG Monitor 
12 Lead ECG* 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) 
CPR Mechanical Device** 
Cardioversion – Electrical 
Valsalva 
Defibrillation –                      
Automated / Semi-Automated (AED) 
Defibrillation – Manual 
Hemorrhage Control – Direct Pressure 
Hemorrhage Control – Pressure Point 
Hemorrhage Control – Tourniquet 
Transcutaneous Pacing  
Trendelenberg Positioning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMINDER: Personnel must be trained & competent in all equipment that is used by the service 

All skills are mandatory unless otherwise 
indicated and requires an approved protocol 

 
*  Optional use by service  

 
**  Optional use by service and Requires:  

• Prior written approval of the 
Operational Plan by the State EMS 
office and  

• Medical Director approval and  
• Documentation of additional training   
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IMMOBILIZATION 

Selective Spinal Immobilization ** 
Spinal Immobilization –  
Assessment Based 
Spinal Immobilization – Cervical Collar 
Spinal Immobilization – Long Board 
Spinal Immobilization –Manual 
Stabilization 
Spinal Immobilization –              
Seated Patient (KED, etc.) 
Splinting – Manual 
Splinting- Pelvic Wrap/PASG* 
Splinting – Rigid 
Splinting – Soft 
Splinting – Traction 
Splinting – Vacuum* 
 

MEDICATIONS 
HFS 112.04(4)b2. Administration of 
additional medications approved by the 
department based on recommendations of 
the emergency medical services board 
under s. 146.58, Stats., the EMS physician 
advisory committee under s. 146.58 (1), 
Stats., and the State EMS program medical 
director under s. 146.55 (2m), Stats. 
 

A sample list of commonly approved 
medications may be obtained through the 

Bureau of Local Heath Support & EMS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IV INITATION / MAINTENANCE / 

FLUIDS 
Blood/ Blood Products (Maintenance 
only)** 
Colloids ** 
IV Solutions- D5W, Normal Saline, 
Lactated Ringers 
Intraosseous – Initiation 
Peripheral – Initiation 
Maintenance – Medicated IV Fluids** 
 
MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION - 

Routes 
Aerosolized/Nebulized 
Auto-Injector 
Endotracheal Tube (ET) 
Intramuscular (IM) 
Intraosseous (IO) 
Intravenous (IV) Piggyback 
Intravenous (IV) Push 
Oral 
Rectal 
Subcutaneous (SQ) 
Sub-lingual (SL) 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Assisted Delivery (childbirth) 
Blood Glucose Monitoring 
Blood Pressure – Automated* 
Eye Irrigation 
Initiation of IV at Central Line Port** 
Thrombolytic Therapy – Monitoring** 
Venous Blood Sampling – Obtaining* 
Vital Signs  
Patient Physical Restraint Application 

 

 

REMINDER: Personnel must be trained & competent in all equipment that is used by the service 

All skills are mandatory unless otherwise 
indicated and requires an approved protocol 

 
*  Optional use by service  

 
**  Optional use by service and Requires:  

• Prior written approval of the 
Operational Plan by the State EMS 
office and  

• Medical Director approval and  
• Documentation of additional training
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Acetaminaphen suppositories 
Activated Charcoal 
Adenosine (Adenocard) 
Albuterol (Proventil, Ventolin) 
Aminophylline 
Amiodarone (Cordarone) 
Amyl nitrite (cyanide poisoning kit) 
Aspirin 
Atropine 
Atrovent (Ipratropium) 
Bretylium 
Calcium chloride 
Compazine 
Demerol (Meperidine)  
Dexamethasone (Decadron) 
Dextrose 50% 
Diazepam (Valium) 
Diphenhydramine (Benadryl) 
Dopamine 
Epinephrine 
Furosemide (Lasix) 
Glucagon 
Glutose (Instaglucose) 
Heparin 
Isoproterenol (Isuprel) 
Lidocaine 
Lorazepam (Ativan) 
Magnesium sulfate 
Mannitol (Osmitrol) 

Metaproterenol (Alupent) 
Morphine 
Nalbuphine (Nubain) 
Naloxone (Narcan) 
Nifedipine (Procardia) 
Nitroglycerin 
Norepinephrine (Levophed) 
Oxytocin 
Phenylephrine (Neo-Synephrine) 
Procainamide 
Propranolol 
Romazicon 
Sodium Bicarbonate 
Solu-Cortef 
Solu-Medrol (Methylprednisolone) 
Syrup of Ipecac 
Terbutaline (Brethine) 
Thiamine 
Verapamil 
Verapamil (Isoptin) 
Versed (Midazolam) 
Vistaril 
0.45% Sodium Chloride 
0.9% Sodium Chloride 
10% Dextrose  
5% Dextrose in 0.45% Sodium Chloride 
5% Dextrose in LR 
5% Dextrose in Water (D5W) 
 

This medication list represents the medications found in the Wisconsin Revision of the National Standard 
Paramedic Curriculum. 
 
HFS 112.04(4)2. Administration of additional medications approved by the department based on 
recommendations of the emergency medical services board under s. 146.58, Stats., the EMS physician 
advisory committee under s. 146.58 (1), Stats., and the State EMS program medical director under s. 
146.55 (2m), Stats. These additional medications not found in the Wisconsin Revision of the National 
Standard Paramedic Curriculum may be found on the Wisconsin Specialty Care Transport Medication List. 
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All Glycoprotein Inhibitors Lactated Ringer's  
Adenocard (Adenosine) Lanoxin (Digoxin) 
Adenosine (Adenocard) Lipids 
Aggrastat (Tirofiban HCL) Lopressor (Metoprolol) 
Amidate (Etomidate) Meperidine (Demerol) 
Antibiotics Nipride ( Sodium Nitroprusside) 
Blood & Blood Products Nitrous Oxide 
Cardizem (Dilitazem) Non-Depolarizing Neuromuscular Blockers 
Chlopromazine (Thorazine) Norcuron (Vecuronium) 
Demerol (Meperidine) Phenergan (Promethazine) 
Depolarizing Neuromuscular Blockers Phenytoin (Dilantin) 
Diazoxide (Hyperstat) Potassium Chloride 
Digoxin (Lanoxin) Promethazine (Phenergan) 
Dilantin (Phenytoin) Racemic Epinephrine 
Diltiazem (Cardizem) Reglan (Metoclopramide) 
Dobutamine (Dobutrex) Reopro (Abciximab) 
Droperidol (Inapsine) Retavase (Reteplase) 
Enalaprilat (Vasotec) Reteplase (Retavase) 
Esmolol (Brevibloc) Sodium Nitroprusside (nipride) 
Etomidate (Amidate) Streptokinase 
Fentanyl (Sublimaze) Succinylcholine 
Haldol (Haloperidol) Sublimaze (Fentanyl) 
Haloperidol (Haldol) Thorazine (Chlorpromazine) 
Hetastarch Tirofiban HCL (Aggrastat) 
Hyperstat (Diazoxide) Toradol (Ketorolac) 
Insulin Total Parental Nutrition (TPN) 
Ipecac TPA 
Metoclopramise (Reglan) Metoprolol (Lopressor) 
Ketorolac (Toradol) Vasotec (Enalaprilat) 
Labetalol HCL  Vasopressin 
 Vecuronium ( Norcuron) 

The use of any of the medications on this list requires approval of the department and must include 
additional training and competency plans. Additional medications may be requested by the Service Medical 
Director for approval by the department. 
 
HFS 112.04(4)(b) 2. Administration of additional medications approved by the department based on 
recommendations of the emergency medical services board under s. 146.58, Stats., the EMS physician 
advisory committee under s. 146.58 (1), Stats., and the State EMS program medical director under s. 146.55 
(2m), Stats. 


